
























































































































































































































































































































































Award-winning makeovers transform 

Traditions at Chevy Chase, White Manor 

Country Club 

Golf course renovation — once a step adopted only out of sheer 
necessity — has gone mainstream. As more courses and clubs find it 
necessary to upgrade their facilities to fight newer competition, cut 
maintenance costs or adjust to modern player demands — and fewer 
new courses are being built — renovation work has become a lifeline 
for even golfs top course builders and architects. 

To recognize the quality course-renovation projects being done 
throughout the country, Golf Inc. this year held its inaugural 

Renovation of the Year competition. 
B y J i l l l D l l l l l a p In judging conducted at the Golf Inc. 

Conference and Show in Las Vegas, Nev. 
in March, entries were evaluated on whether they achieved the overall 
goal of the renovation and on improvements in the course's aesthetics, 
playability and maintainability. 

Winners and runners-up were recognized in both the daily 
fee/municipal and private club categories. 

Renovations vary widely in scope of work and budget, depending 
on the goal of the project. They range from blow-ups, in which the 
course is almost entirely rebuilt, to remodels for maintenance or playa­
bility upgrades to restorations, where the clock is turned back to restore 
the course to something closer to its original design. 

Fittingly, our two winners represented one from the rebuild mold 
and one project that was really more of a restoration. 

T r a d i t i o n s a t 

Wheeling, III. 

Owner: Wheeling Park District 

Archi tect : Lohmann Golf Designs 

Contractor: The Bruce Co. 

This $2.6 million, 18-month renovation 
earned high marks for its faithfulness to the 
original circa 1925 Tom Bendelow design. 

The prime motivation for the renovation 
was a horrendous drainage situation caused 
by the course's proximity to the Des Plaines 
River, nearly non-existent water retention 
areas and an outdated irrigation system. 
Historically, the course had lost play for 
days or weeks after a heavy rain and river 
flooding. 

Lohmann and The Bruce Co. built three 
retention ponds to correct the flooding and 
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added swales and grass depressions to con­
tain runoff and provide additional strategic 
value to the formerly flat course. New bent-
grass, bunker, greens and tees work complet­
ed the project, making the course competi­
tive with its more upscale neighbors. 

W h a t t h e j u d g e s said: 

"There was an undercurrent in the work that 
speaks to the original design and original 
intent, and that seemed to come through in 
the plan and the results. " 

—Forrest Richardson 

"It looked like a private club restoration — 
bringing a private club atmosphere into the 
reconstruction of a daily fee. " 

— Sam Sakocius 

18 Golf Inc. June 2004 19 
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WEDDINGS/ 

CEREMONIES 

Chevy Chase offers a 

variety of services 

specifically designed 

to simplify your role 

as host. Our private 

bride's rooms and 

concierge services are 

just a part of the 

once-in-a-lifetime, 

never-to-be-forgotten 

experience that 

awaits you at Chevy 

Chase. Outdoor 

ceremonies for up to 150 guests are held on 

our Devonshire Patio overlooking our 18-hole 

award-winning golf course. It is the goal, and 

pleasure, of the Chevy Chase staff to make your 

wedding a seamless and stunning celebration. 

CORPORATE/SOCIAL FUNCTIONS 

We are a full-service food and beverage and 

meeting facility uniquely qualified to meet your 

specifications and exceed your expectations. 

From continental breakfasts to formal dinners, 

. luncheons, receptions and even executive 

meetings followed by golf outings and ^-, 

rbarbeques, tflPSccredited kitchen and planning 

"""teams iinesse all the details to make you look 

good. Experience our success catering to yours. 

IA> ^effiU^a lot- CM S * ^ * * © * ^ 

& BANQUET FACILITIES 

Chevy Chase C o u n t r y Club 

1000 N o r t h Mi lwaukee Avenue 

Wheeling, Illinois 6 0 0 9 0 

847-465-2305 

www.chevychasecount ryc lub .com 

& BANQUET FACILITIES 

http://www.chevychasecountryclub.com
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Chevy Chase Country Club offers the ideal social 

and professional environment for all your 

functions. The traditional clubhouse setting is 

yours to enjoy without the "country club" prices 

and pressure. Beautifully appointed rooms 

accommodate from 30 to 600 guests while 

providing an intimate dining experience within a 

large group setting. In addition to legendary 

Chevy Chase fare, new and exciting menus have 

been created to satisfy every culinary preference. 

Whether it is a continental breakfast, light cocktail 

reception, themed buffet, cook-out, luncheon, 

full-service dinner or wedding reception, the food 

at Chevy Chase is skillfully prepared by our chefs 

using the freshest ingredients available. Allow the 

Chevy Chase staff of professionals to orchestrate 

a memorable event for you. 

Possible Events Include: Weddings 

Rehearsal Dinners 

Showers 

Breakfasts 

Brunches 

Luncheons 

Dinners 

Dances 

Golf Outings 

Fundraisers 

Proms 

Awards Banquets 

Corporate Events 

Bar/Bat Mitzvahs 

GRAND BALLROOM 

The historic Grand Ballroom, with Tudor-style facade, maintains the original 

integrity and charm of the 1920s. The majestic 5,000-square-foot hardwood 

dance floor, stage area, and state-of-the-art sound and lighting system will 

impress parties of 150 to 600 guests. The Abbey, with vaulted ceiling and vintage 

horseshoe bar, provides a comfortable area for gathering and socializing over 

cocktails and hors d'oeuvres as a prelude to your event. The Ballroom features a 

private entrance through the Grand Foyer and access to a private suite on the 

second level for the bride and her court to relax and refresh. * Jt * V 

ipnewu TpAa&e xpownfau Tpluv 
",°*1 • jp 

•^*' 

For reservations, call us at 

847-465-2305 or visit our website at 

www.chevychasecountryclub.com 

DEVONSHIRE ROOM 

The Devonshire Room seats up to 200 guests and offers easy access to a 

1,300-square-foot patio, both with panoramic views of the scenic Traditions 

18-hole golf course. The Devonshire may be divided into two smaller rooms for 

groups of 75 to 120, or 30 to 50 guests. A private bar and portable dance floor 

allows for flexibility in planning your event. Prior to entering the Devonshire 

Room, guests are ushered in through the Devonshire Foyer complete with cozy 

fireplace and informal seating and greeting areas. 

GABLE ROOM 

For less formal functions, the Gable Bar and Grill is available from mid-

November until March. The "clubby" atmosphere of the Gable Room is perfect 

for groups of up to 75 guests who prefer a casual, sporty atmosphere. The Gable 

Room also provides the perfect venue for a "pre-party" reception before retiring 

to the Grand Ballroom or the Devonshire K8om. When golf season begins, the 

Gable Bar and Grill is open for the enjoyment of golfers, as well as the general 

p u b l i c Oper|iAat*6:T)0 a.m., the Grill serves breakfast, lunch and light dinners 

seven days a week. .Fopd and beverage service also is available Qtt the adjoining 

1,000-square-foot patio with a serene view of the first tee and 18th green 

http://www.chevychasecountryclub.com
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C h e v y ' s r e b i r t h p a y i n g d i v i d e n d s 

F i v e y e a r s a f t e r p u b l i c l y f u n d e d r e n o v a t i o n s , p a r k d i s t r i c t e n j o y i n g c l u b ' s s u c c e s s 

BY CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

T he Wheeling Park District re­
opened the doors of the Chevy 
Chase Country Club clubhouse in 
December 1999 after a 10-month, 

$4 million renovation, and it has been a 
popular spot to host weddings, bar mitz-
vahs, social gatherings and holiday parties 
ever since. 

"I think our Grand Ballroom is one of 
the best outside of the city because of its 
history," said Margie Arnold, general man­
ager at Chevy Chase. "It's one of the only 
rooms in the area that sits 500 to 600 peo­
ple, and it's beautiful. The decor is just 
awesome." 

The Grand Ballroom was completely re­
stored during the renovation, as were the 
other two banquet rooms the clubhouse 
has available—the Devonshire Room and 
the Gable Room Bar and Grill. 

The three rooms, which range in size, 
provide for a variety of settings, depend­
ing on the occasion. The Grand Ballroom 
can seat between 150 and 600 guests. The 
Devonshire Room can seat up to 200 peo­
ple, or it can be spill ink* two rooms wii 
one holding between 75 and 100 people 
and the other hosting 30 to 80. The Gable 
Room is only available for rent between 
November and March and can hold up to 
75 people. 

The Gable Room is also open to the public for lunch 
and dinner seven days a week. Hot breakfast is served 
Saturday and Sunday mornings. It also serves golfers 
food and drink after a round. 

"We like to use the Gable Room like a restaurant," 
Arnold said. "It's been a challenge, because a lot of peo­
ple don't know it's there. We're trying to keep it open 
seven days a week." 

Voters approved a $1.8 million referendum in April 
1997 for the sweeping $4 million renovation. Apart 
from changes to the three main rooms, the clubhouse 
kitchen was updated, windows were replaced and the 
bridal suite above the Grand Ballroom was restored. 
New men's and women's locker rooms were built, and 
employees now have new changing rooms. The me­
chanics of the building are all new, and the pro shop 
was completely gutted and remodeled. 

Paying off 

The clubhouse has increased in popularity since it 
reopened, and the added business has meant tAirning 
a profit. Al Zochowski, Wheeling Park District finance 
director, said all expenses for the clubhouse are paid 
with the revenue it generates. 

"The intent is it be self-sufficient," he said. "All ex­
penses are directly drawn from the revenue it gener­
ates." 

According to figures from the park district's annual 
financial report, the banquet facilities generated nearly 
$2.3 million in 2004, with expenses totaling about $1.3 
million. Zochowski said the park district changed its 
accounting procedures in 2004 to include gratuities as 
revenue and disbursed gratuities as expenses. 

In 2003, the banquet facilities collected $1.9 million, 
with expenses of $755,960. In 2002, the facilities earned 
$1.8 million, with $685,915 spent, and in 2001 revenues 
^pre $2 million, with expenses of $787,464. The first 

>;ir the clubhouse was open in 2000, it collected 

A new Chevy Chase Country Club — as well as a new Traditions Golf Course 
more revenue for the Wheeling Park District. 

$1.9 million, with expenses of $790,561. 
Zochowski said indirect costs, like those for main­

tenance and administration, are not included in ban­
quet expenses. Those costs are paid with all revenues 
generated by Chevy Chase, including golf operations. 

Future is bright 

Arnold said she expects the clubhouse to become 
even more popular as more and more people leam that 
Chevy Chase is a public club. 

"Many people tiiink it's private, and that's been our 
biggest obstacle," she said. "A lot of first-time users tell 
us they've driven by it for years and never knew it was 
a public facility." 

Arnold said she suspects the 1920s-style Tudor 
building is not a typical look for public facilities, and 
many people just assume it is a private club, as it was 
when it was first built by the Knights of Columbus. The 
Wheeling Park District has owned Chevy Chase since 
1977. 

Arnold said 2005 is booking quickly, especially as 
golf season gets into full swing. The club is particularly 
popular for golf outings and charity golf events, as well 
as the traditional weddings and other special occa­
sions. Arnold said the holiday season is also very busy 
with parties. The clubhouse is also a popular place to 
hold corporate events. 

"Mid-January to late February is our slow time," 
Arnold said. "Other than that, we're pretty busy all 
year." 

The Wheeling Park District also hosts a variety of 
special events for the public at the clubhouse. They in­
clude a New Year's Eve celebration, Valentine's Day 
dinner dance, Easter brunch, Mother's Day brunch 
and Oktoberfest. Ballroom dancing is also held in the 
Grand Ballroom on the third Wednesday of each 
month between April and October. 

Casey Moffitt can be reached at cmoffitt@pkmeer-
local.com. 

Cathryn Montoya/Staii Photographer 
have resulted in more bookings and 

Jeff Krage/R>r Pioneer Press 
Special events, like this Daddy-Daughter Dance 
held in February at Chevy Chase, are a regular 
occurrence since renovations at the facility were 
completed. 

mailto:cmoffitt@pkmeerlocal.com
mailto:cmoffitt@pkmeerlocal.com
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P a r k d i s t r i c t k n e w c l u b w a s v u l n e r a b l e , b u t o f f i c i a l s r e f u s e d t o c a v e i n 

BY KIMBERLY FORNEK 
AND CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITERS 
3 -Ab~-°i-

Wheeling officials had more 
than one chance to annex the 
Chevy Chase country club be­
fore Buffalo Grove forcibly 
grabbed a portion of the prop­
erty last week. 

And while Buffalo Grove of­
ficials say they tried to avoid an 
involuntary annexation, they 
were not about to wait any 
longer. 

EDITORIAL 
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The Wheeling Park District, 
which owns Chevy Chase, 
knew at least 10 years ago that 
Buffalo Grove wanted the ban­
quet facility and golf course to 
take advantage of the sales 
taxes they generate and to so­
lidify its borders along Milwau­
kee Avenue. Park district 
officials refused to give up the 
property, even after Buffalo 
Grove offered a rebate on the 
sales tax the facility generates. 

When the two sides "hit that 
roadblock" most recently in 
June 2002, Assistant Village 
Manager Ghida Neukirch said, 
members of the village staff 
knew they had to find another 
way to accomplish the Village 
Board's goal of annexing unin­
corporated properties along 
Milwaukee Avenue. 

They found what they were 
looking for when a staff mem­
ber zeroed in on the creek run­
ning north and south through 
the golf course. The creek 
served as a natural boundary 
Buffalo Grove could use to split 
the course into a piece that 
could be combined with sur­
rounding properties without 
exceeding the legal maximum 
for involuntary annexations of 
60 acres. 

Buffalo Grove's latest addition 
The Buffalo Grove Village Board last week annexed the Chevy Chase Country 
Club, about a third of the Traditions at Chevy Chase golf course, as well as 
residential and business properties along Milwaukee Avenue. The golf course 
west of the creek remains in unincorporated Lake County. 

1 Plaines 
ifliver 

Pioneer Press/LRK 

"We had pursued all oppor­
tunities for voluntary annexa­
tion, and this was the next 
step," Neukirch said. 

Now Buffalo Grove has 
within its borders the Chevy 
Chase country club and one-
third of the Traditions at Chevy 
Chase golf course. The only 
portion remaining outside the 
village's boundaries is another 
two-thirds of golf course land, 
which remains in unincorpo­
rated Lake County. 

And Buffalo Grove will see 
between $140,000 and $150,000 
in sales tax revenues generated 
from the country club and 
course operations. 

Stand ing f i rm 

Park District President Tom 
Webber said the park district re­
fused to "sell its soul for a few 
thousand dollars a year." 

"We're very proud of Chevy 
Chase and its facilities, obvi­
ously," said Webber. "As long as 
we could keep it in Wheeling, 
that is what we wanted to do. 
We were not going to do any­
thing on a voluntary basis, no 

matter how much they sweet­
ened the pot with sales tax in­
centives or anything else. 

"It gets down to principle. 
For the dollars involved, it was­
n't worth the backlash this com­
munity would feel for allowing 
it to become Buffalo Grove 
without some resistance. There 
are people who would never un­
derstand us voluntarily annex­
ing into Buffalo Grove and 
changing that address." 

Buffalo Grove Trustee Jef­
frey Berman said the Village 
Board "certainly did take into 
account the apparent desire of 
the park district to remain un­
incorporated." 

"But weighing that against 
the interest of our community 
and our long-term interest in 
that area and securing) our 
borders, it outweighed the in­
terest of the park district," he 
said. "We mean no disrespect to 
them." 

Wheeling Village President 
Greg Klatecki lamented the 
fact that Wheeling did not 
annex a small strip of land be­
tween Lake-Cook Road and 
Linden Avenue before Buffalo 
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Grove did in 1984, allowing that 
village to get part of Chevy 
Chase. 

"We should've annexed it 
when we had the chance," he 
said. "Buffalo Grove got that 
strip, and we didn't. That's just 
a statement of fact." 

Sheila Schultz, who was vil­
lage president at the time Buf­
falo Grove annexed the 
property, said the village had 
lengthy conversations with 
owner William Johnson that 
lasted more than a year before 
Johnson announced he was 
going to Buffalo Grove. 

"That strip effectively cut us 
off," Schultz said. "That was the 
end of our discussion with 
them." 

Schultz said the village saw 
the value in annexing the prop­
erty, but officials also didn't 
want to rush the process. 

"At the time we were talking 
to the Johnson family, it was a 
question of whether we wanted 
to go into another county and 
how the annexation agreement 
would be negotiated, and what 
the owners would agree to for 
development," she said. "We 
spent a lot of time on it. I re­
member stacks of documents. 
It was a big disappointment he 
decided to go to Buffalo Grove." 

Lessons learned 

Buffalo Grove officials are 
conscious of chances they 
missed in the past to bring 
valuable property into the vil­
lage, said Berman. He listed the 
Ridge Plaza shopping center in 
Arlington Heights, the Wal-
Mart store in Wheeling, and 
CityPark, a complex of movie 
theaters, restaurants and shops 
in Iincolnshire, as examples. 

"Those were opportunities 
lost when other communities 
took advantage of unincorpo­
rated parcels that the village 

was interested in," Berman 
said. 

Before CityPark was built, 
Berman said Buffalo Grove re­
ceived a proposal for annexa­
tion of the land on the 
southwest corner of Aptakisic 
Road and Milwaukee Avenue, 
the former location of a sand 
and gravel company. The Plan 
Commission, of which Berman 
was a member at the time, vis­
ited the property as part of its 
review. 

"We were out there on a Sat­
urday wading in the mud, 
when Iincolnshire jumped in 
and grabbed the parcel out 
from under us," Berman said. 
"The good news is, what was 
developed there is available to 
our residents. The down side is 
the sales tax goes to Lin­
colnshire." 

The way Buffalo Grove was 
out-maneuvered demonstrates, 
"at some point you can't sit pas­
sively by," Berman said. 

Berman understands the 
irony of Chevy Chase being in 
Buffalo Grove while those re­
sponsible for its operation live 
in Wheeling. The taxpayers of 
the Wheeling Park District also 
paid for the renovation of the 
Chevy Chase Country Club, a 
measure they approved by ref­
erendum in 1997. 

"We respect all of that," 
Berman said, "but they could 
never be part of Wheeling." 

The Chevy Chase property is 
not adjacent to Wheeling at any 
point and, therefore, could not 
be annexed into Wheeling. 

"I have to balance compet­
ing interests, and ultimately 
the interest of the people of 
Buffalo Grove is paramount," 
Berman said. 

Buffalo Grove Village Presi­
dent Elliott Hartstein said he 
can understand the park dis­
trict's resistance to becoming 

(Continued on page 11) 

Continued from page 5 

parrof Buffalo Grove, but not 
iW'rejecting a proposal that 
would have helped their resi­
dents financially. 

Park districts' borders do 
not always mirror those of 
their namesake municipali­
ties, Hartstein said. Some Buf­
falo Grove residents live in the 
Wheeling Park District, and 
many certainly use Wheeling 
facilities. And while park dis­
trict commissioners may want 
to be loyal to Wheeling resi­
dents, Hartstein said they also 
represent taxpayers. 

"I would think they would 

want to taka advantage (of the 
tax incentive Buffalo Grove of­
fered) to offset some of their 
expenses," Hartstein said, it 

Park Board member Cheri 
Klumpp said the money 
played no role in 1he light to 
keep. Chevy out of Buffalo 
Grove: 

:. "This goes back to when the 
park district purchased Chevy 
Chase in 1977," she saidi "It 
was a big thing then, and we 
said it is a pari; of Wheeling. It's 
what we own." 

Buffalo Grove hopes the 
Park District Board will agree 

to voluntarily annex the re­
mainder of the golf course into 
Buffalo Grove. Klumpp said 
she believes it's just a matter 
of tim&. before the rest of the 
golf course is annexed into 
Buffalo Grove, but she gave no-
hint ifjjtjhe Park Board would 
allow Jfj. to be annexed volun­
tarily. *: 

. "(Buffalo Grove officials) 
have e^ery right to (annex the 
rest)," she said. "The writing is 
on the wall." 

MoHaqiru) editor David 
Kirkpatrick contributed to this 
repottl; ,: 



B u f f a l o G r o v e a n n e x e s 

l a n d a l o n g M i l w a u k e e 

BY STEVE ZALUSKY 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Buffalo Grove continues to 
mine the rich vein of sales tax 
revenue known as the Milwau­
kee Avenue corridor. 

On Monday, it annexed 57 
acres just north of Lake-Cook 
Road, yielding in the process a 
particularly choice nugget, a 
portion of the Wheeling Park 
District's Traditions at Chevy 
Chase golf course. 

, It is an area the village has 
been gradually surrounding and 
annexing. Over the past year, 
the village annexed the Weber 
Grill and cys Crab House prop­
erties, lavishing both with sales 
tax rebate agreements. 

Before that, the village already 
had within its boundaries the 
Riverwalk office complex, soon 
to be enhanced with an addi­
tion to the north. 

The latest annexation, 
approved by the Buffalo Grove 
village board, should produce 
an additional $140,000 to 
$150,000 in annual sales tax rev­
enue, Village Manager William 
Balling said. 

"It's important to the financial 
stability of the village. We're 
looking for ways to increase and 
stabilize our sales tax, and this is 
just one of those ways," said 
Trustee Jeffrey Braiman. 

None of that sales tax revenue 

See ANNEX on PAGE 5 
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will be shared with the Wheeling 
Park District, although Village 
President Elliott Hartstein said 
an incentive deal was pitched. 

"We had actually approached 
the Wheeling Park District on 
multiple occasions over a 
couple years' period of time and 
they rejected that outright, 
saying that they were not inter­
ested," Hartstein said. 

Most of the land annexed is 
on the west side of Milwaukee 
Avenue, bounded at its western 
extremity by a creek, although 
some land on the east, includ­
ing the Chelsea Tavern, was 
added. 

Hartstein said several resi­
dents in the area are already 
served by village sewer and 
water. Those homes will have 
the advantage of Buffalo Grove 
police and fire protection. He 
said the primary change for 
them will be receiving fire pro­
tection from Buffalo Grove. 

"The estimated increase in 
taxes for most of these residents 
is slightly over $100," Hartstein 
said. 

Hartstein said property 
owners will have an opportunity 
to comment at a special meet­
ing one week from Wednesday. 

Balling said he is sending out 
about 100 letters to homeown­
ers and businesses. 
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N e w P a t i o O p e n s a t C h e v y C h a s e 

Chevy C h a s e C o u n t r y C l u b is n o w h o m e to a beautiful , 3 ,900- squa re - foo t s tone 

pa t i o . Loca ted on <"he n o r t h side of Chevy Chase , just ou ts ide t he his tor ic G r a n d 

Ba l l room, the p a t i o a d d s a n e w aspect t o tne p r o u d legacy of Chevy Chase . T h e 

pa t io seats u p t o 3 0 0 guests a n d features special ameni t ies , such as an e legant 

w o o d e n pe rgo la , m a k i n g it a perfect set t ing for an o u t d o o r w e d d i n g . It also 

offers guests a spec tacu la r v iew of the n in th hole of Chevy Chase ' s Trad i t ions 

Golf C o u r s e . 

" W e a re very p leased to offer o u r guests the benefits of this n e w ameni ty ," said 

J a n Buchs, Whee l ing Pa rk Dis t r ic t Execut ive Director . "Th i s beautiful o u t d o o r 

space will a d d to the m e m o r a b l e exper iences of all those w h o visit Chevy Chase 

for m a n y years t o come." 

T h e project began over the s u m m e r a n d w a s comple t ed in late September . T h e 

ent i re pa t i o w a s des igned, cons t ruc t ed a n d l andscaped by Park Distr ic t staff. By 

do ing so, the Dis t r ic t w a s able t o comple t e the n e w a m m e n i t y a t a cons iderab le 

cos t savings. " W e have an ex t remely t a len ted staff. It just m a d e sense to p u t thei r 

skills t o use o n this pro jec t , " no t ed Buchs. 

Chevy Chase is a l ready b o o k i n g w e d d i n g s a n d events for the pa t io . To find o u t 

h o w to reserve it, call the Chevy C h a s e Banque t Office at (847) 4 6 5 - 2 3 1 1 . 

" T h e n e w p a t i o is the ideal loca t ion for o u t d o o r even t s" said Joe Lofsness, 

F o o d a n d Beverage M a n a g e r a t Chevy Chase C o u n t r y Club . "I t gives ou r guests 

a n o t h e r o p t i o n for thei r special day a n d a d d s s o m e t h i n g t ru ly special t o Chevy 

Chase . " 

To see more photos of the patio, visit the Chevy Chase Country Club Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/ChevyChaseCC. 
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W h e e l i n g P a r k D i s t r i c t W i n s S t a t e 

P a r t n e r s h i p A w a r d 

Whee l ing Pa rk Dis t r ic t w a s p r o u d to receive the 

Illinois Assoc ia t ion of Pa rk Dis t r ic ts 2 0 1 2 Best of the 

Best Pa r tne r sh ip A w a r d for its w o r k wi th T h e Z A C 

F o u n d a t i o n . T h e a w a r d w a s presen ted a t the 2 0 1 2 

Best of the Best A w a r d s Ga la held o n Sep tember 2 8 a t 

Chevy C h a s e C o u n t r y Club . 

T h e Z A C F o u n d a t i o n w a s es tabl ished in 2 0 0 8 by 

Brian a n d Karen C o h n after the loss of their six-year-

old son Z a c h a r y Archer C o h n in a d ra in e n t r a p m e n t 

in thei r b a c k y a r d s w i m m i n g poo l . T h r o u g h educa t ion 

a n d advocacy, T h e Z A C F o u n d a t i o n is ded ica ted to 

ensur ing n o o the r family endures the dea th of a child 

in a wa te r - re la ted t ragedy. 

Th i s J u n e , W h e e l i n g Pa rk Dis t r ic t a n d T h e Z A C 

F o u n d a t i o n t e a m e d u p to br ing Z A C C a m p to 

Illinois for the first t ime. For four days , ch i ldren , ages 

6-8 years , w h o never h a d the o p p o r t u n i t y for fo rmal 

swim lessons, c a m e t o the c a m p . School Dis t r ic t 2 1 

assisted in con t ac t i ng a n d t r a n s p o r t i n g the camper s , 

a l lowing the ch i ldren w h o m o s t needed this exper ience 

We1 attihly lo a l t end Ihe ^ m p T " ^ ^ * ^ " " " " " ^ ^ -

Each day, c a m p e r s h a d o n e - h o u r swim lessons t a u g h t 

by certified ins t ruc to r s in the C R C i n d o o r poo l . T h e n , 

camper s h a d special visits f rom first response t eams , 

emergency medical p roviders , Village of Whee l ing 

police, pa r amed ic s a n d firefighters, a n d Whee l ing Park 

Distr ic t staff. Each guest shared their k n o w l e d g e w i t h 

the c a m p e r s , giving t h e m t ips o n w a t e r safety. T h e final 

day of c a m p featured three- t ime O l y m p i c go ld -meda l 

ZAC Foundation Co-founder Karen Cohn addresses the campers at 
the opening ceremonies of the ZAC Camp. 

s w i m m e r a n d N B C swim analys t R o w d y Ga ines as a 
guest ins t ruc tor ! 

"Since, m y h u s b a n d ' s family is f rom the Ch icago a rea , 

w e have so m a n y h a p p y m e m o r i e s of Z a c h a r y 

s w i m m i n g wi th o u r family here , it w a s a privilege to 

br ing Z A C C a m p s to Whee l ing , " said T h e Z A C 

F o u n d a t i o n Co- founde r K a r e n C o h n . " W o r k i n g w i t h 

the Whee l ing Pa rks Distr ic t , local first r e sponde r s , 

C o n g r e s s m a n Bob Dold a n d O l y m p i c Gold M e d a l i s t 

R o w d y Gaines o n this year 's Z/vC C a m p , vve were able 

to give m o r e t h a n 100 local chi ldren the too ls they m a y 

need to one day save a life." 

C a m p conc luded wi th a special closing c e r e m o n y for 

c a m p e r s a n d their pa ren t s . Several exper t s r e t u r n e d t o 

give the families final t ips on h o w to keep themselves 

a n d o thers safe in the water . 

A golfer goes for the green at the Family Learning Program 
Benefit Golf Outing. 

G o l f O u t i n g B e n e f i t s 

F a m i l y L e a r n i n g P r o g r a m 

T h a n k you to all w h o pa r t i c ipa ted in the Family Lea rn ing 

P r o g r a m Benefit Golf O u t i n g o n A u g u s t 8 a t Chevy C h a s e 

C o u n t r y Club . T h e event genera ted over $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 for this 

un ique init iat ive, p rov id ing educa t i ona l life skills t o second 

l anguage families in School Dis t r ic t # 2 1 . By s u p p o r t i n g the 

Family Lea rn ing P r o g r a m , you have m a d e o u r c o m m u n i t y a 

bet ter p lace to live. To find o u t m o r e a b o u t this w o r t h w h i l e 

cause , a n d h o w you can help, please c o n t a c t the Whee l ing Pa rk 

Dis t r ic t a t (847) 4 6 5 - 3 3 3 3 . 

w w w . w h e e l i n g p a r k d i s t r i c t . c o m 

http://www.wheelingparkdistrict.com


H e r i t a g e P a r k P r o j e c t U p d a t e 

A I. AC* 

C o n s t r u c t i o n is u n d e r w a y a t He r i t age Park ! T h e project is a p a r t n e r s h i p be tween the Whee l ing Pa rk Dis t r ic t , 

the Village of Whee l ing a n d the M e t r o p o l i t a n Wa te r R e c l a m a t i o n Dis t r ic t of Grea te r C h i c a g o ( M W R D G C ) . 

O n c e comple t ed , He r i t age Pa rk will n o t only assist w i th flood con t ro l , bu t also will boas t a wor ld-c lass 

r ec rea t ion a rea comple t e w i th an athlet ic c o m p l e x , b a n d shell, w a l k i n g pa th s , baske tba l l a n d tennis cou r t s a n d 

m u c h m o r e ! 

As w o r k begins, c rews are p r e p a r i n g for cons t ruc t i on of t w o 

s to rm w a t e r bas ins - a key factor in flood con t ro l . In 

October , cons t ruc t i on began o n some of the pa rk ' s 

ma jo r s t ruc tures , inc luding the b a n d shell, a pavi l ion 

ove r look ing the lake a n d the p u m p s ta t ion . 

e C o m m u n i t y Rec rea t ion Center , Fitness Center , Arct ic 

Splash i ndoo r poo l , a n d Fami ly Aqua t i c Cen te r (in season) 

r e m a i n o p e n t h r o u g h o u t the project ; access t o Her i t age Pa rk 

is p r o h i b i t e d du r ing cons t ruc t ion . Traffic pa t t e rn s a n d 

p a r k i n g m a y be r ea r r anged t o best a c c o m m o d a t e guests . 

To get the m o s t up - to -da te i n fo rma t ion , d o w n l o a d the 

W h e e l i n g Pa rk Distr ic t app , visit 

www.he r i t agepa rkp ro jec t . i n fo , or c o n t a c t Gues t Services a t 

(847) 4 6 5 - 3 3 3 3 . 

United States Senator Dick Durbin and Illinois State 
Representative Elaine Nekritz arrive at Wheeling Park 
District on October 18 to check on the progress of the Heritaj 
Park Project. 

ge 

A q u a t i c C e n t e r N a m e d T o p W a t e r P a r k 

W h e n it comes to beaches a n d pools , Whee l ing Pa rk Distr ict ' s 

Aqua t i c Cen te r ra tes a m o n g the t o p 10 in the C h i c a g o a rea! 

Wheel ing ' s Family Aqua t i c Cen te r w a s one of only t w o w a t e r p a r k s 

featured in Cra in ' s C h i c a g o Business ' C h i c a g o Area ' s 10 Best Beaches 

a n d Pools . 

"At the Whee l ing Pa rk Distr ic t O u t d o o r Aqua t i c Center , the 

ze ro -dep th ent ry poo l leads to waterfa l ls , slides a n d a m o u n t e d 

bucke t t h a t t ips , d u m p i n g a huge pai l of w a t e r o n ch i ld ren . 

Ded ica ted lap lanes a n d comfor t ab l e chaises keep pa ren t s happy , " 

Cra in ' s no tes . 

T h a n k you to all Aqua t i c Cen te r guests for a grea t season! Unt i l the 

Aqua t i c Cen te r r eopens nex t summer , Whee l ing Pa rk Dis t r ic t offers 

s w i m m i n g i ndoo r s all year r o u n d a t Arct ic Splash. For detai ls o n swim 

lessons, lap swim, aqua t i c fitness classes a n d m o r e , check o u t the 

P r o g r a m Guide or call the Gues t Service Desk at (847) 4 6 5 - 3 3 3 3 . 

( 8 4 7 ) 4 6 5 - 3 3 3 3 

http://www.heritageparkproject.info
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Award-winning makeovers transform 

Traditions at Chevy Chase, White Manor 

Country Club 

Golf course renovation — once a step adopted only out of sheer 
necessity — has gone mainstream. As more courses and clubs find it 
necessary to upgrade their facilities to fight newer competition, cut 
maintenance costs or adjust to modern player demands — and fewer 
new courses are being built — renovation work has become a lifeline 
for even golfs top course builders and architects. 

To recognize the quality course-renovation projects being done 
throughout the country, Golf Inc. this year held its inaugural 

Renovation of the Year competition. 
B y J i l l l D l l l l l a p In judging conducted at the Golf Inc. 

Conference and Show in Las Vegas, Nev. 
in March, entries were evaluated on whether they achieved the overall 
goal of the renovation and on improvements in the course's aesthetics, 
playability and maintainability. 

Winners and runners-up were recognized in both the daily 
fee/municipal and private club categories. 

Renovations vary widely in scope of work and budget, depending 
on the goal of the project. They range from blow-ups, in which the 
course is almost entirely rebuilt, to remodels for maintenance or playa­
bility upgrades to restorations, where the clock is turned back to restore 
the course to something closer to its original design. 

Fittingly, our two winners represented one from the rebuild mold 
and one project that was really more of a restoration. 

T r a d i t i o n s a t 

Wheeling, III. 

Owner: Wheeling Park District 

Archi tect : Lohmann Golf Designs 

Contractor: The Bruce Co. 

This $2.6 million, 18-month renovation 
earned high marks for its faithfulness to the 
original circa 1925 Tom Bendelow design. 

The prime motivation for the renovation 
was a horrendous drainage situation caused 
by the course's proximity to the Des Plaines 
River, nearly non-existent water retention 
areas and an outdated irrigation system. 
Historically, the course had lost play for 
days or weeks after a heavy rain and river 
flooding. 

Lohmann and The Bruce Co. built three 
retention ponds to correct the flooding and 

C h e v y C h a s e 

added swales and grass depressions to con­
tain runoff and provide additional strategic 
value to the formerly flat course. New bent-
grass, bunker, greens and tees work complet­
ed the project, making the course competi­
tive with its more upscale neighbors. 

W h a t t h e j u d g e s said: 

"There was an undercurrent in the work that 
speaks to the original design and original 
intent, and that seemed to come through in 
the plan and the results. " 

—Forrest Richardson 

"It looked like a private club restoration — 
bringing a private club atmosphere into the 
reconstruction of a daily fee. " 

— Sam Sakocius 

18 Golf Inc. June 2004 19 
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WEDDINGS/ 

CEREMONIES 

Chevy Chase offers a 

variety of services 

specifically designed 

to simplify your role 

as host. Our private 

bride's rooms and 

concierge services are 

just a part of the 

once-in-a-lifetime, 

never-to-be-forgotten 

experience that 

awaits you at Chevy 

Chase. Outdoor 

ceremonies for up to 150 guests are held on 

our Devonshire Patio overlooking our 18-hole 

award-winning golf course. It is the goal, and 

pleasure, of the Chevy Chase staff to make your 

wedding a seamless and stunning celebration. 

CORPORATE/SOCIAL FUNCTIONS 

We are a full-service food and beverage and 

meeting facility uniquely qualified to meet your 

specifications and exceed your expectations. 

From continental breakfasts to formal dinners, 

. luncheons, receptions and even executive 

meetings followed by golf outings and ^-, 

rbarbeques, tflPSccredited kitchen and planning 

"""teams iinesse all the details to make you look 

good. Experience our success catering to yours. 

IA> ^effiU^a lot- CM S * ^ * * © * ^ 

& BANQUET FACILITIES 

Chevy Chase C o u n t r y Club 

1000 N o r t h Mi lwaukee Avenue 

Wheeling, Illinois 6 0 0 9 0 

847-465-2305 

www.chevychasecount ryc lub .com 

& BANQUET FACILITIES 

http://www.chevychasecountryclub.com
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Chevy Chase Country Club offers the ideal social 

and professional environment for all your 

functions. The traditional clubhouse setting is 

yours to enjoy without the "country club" prices 

and pressure. Beautifully appointed rooms 

accommodate from 30 to 600 guests while 

providing an intimate dining experience within a 

large group setting. In addition to legendary 

Chevy Chase fare, new and exciting menus have 

been created to satisfy every culinary preference. 

Whether it is a continental breakfast, light cocktail 

reception, themed buffet, cook-out, luncheon, 

full-service dinner or wedding reception, the food 

at Chevy Chase is skillfully prepared by our chefs 

using the freshest ingredients available. Allow the 

Chevy Chase staff of professionals to orchestrate 

a memorable event for you. 

Possible Events Include: Weddings 

Rehearsal Dinners 

Showers 

Breakfasts 

Brunches 

Luncheons 

Dinners 

Dances 

Golf Outings 

Fundraisers 

Proms 

Awards Banquets 

Corporate Events 

Bar/Bat Mitzvahs 

GRAND BALLROOM 

The historic Grand Ballroom, with Tudor-style facade, maintains the original 

integrity and charm of the 1920s. The majestic 5,000-square-foot hardwood 

dance floor, stage area, and state-of-the-art sound and lighting system will 

impress parties of 150 to 600 guests. The Abbey, with vaulted ceiling and vintage 

horseshoe bar, provides a comfortable area for gathering and socializing over 

cocktails and hors d'oeuvres as a prelude to your event. The Ballroom features a 

private entrance through the Grand Foyer and access to a private suite on the 

second level for the bride and her court to relax and refresh. * Jt * V 

ipnewu TpAa&e xpownfau Tpluv 
",°*1 • jp 
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For reservations, call us at 

847-465-2305 or visit our website at 

www.chevychasecountryclub.com 

DEVONSHIRE ROOM 

The Devonshire Room seats up to 200 guests and offers easy access to a 

1,300-square-foot patio, both with panoramic views of the scenic Traditions 

18-hole golf course. The Devonshire may be divided into two smaller rooms for 

groups of 75 to 120, or 30 to 50 guests. A private bar and portable dance floor 

allows for flexibility in planning your event. Prior to entering the Devonshire 

Room, guests are ushered in through the Devonshire Foyer complete with cozy 

fireplace and informal seating and greeting areas. 

GABLE ROOM 

For less formal functions, the Gable Bar and Grill is available from mid-

November until March. The "clubby" atmosphere of the Gable Room is perfect 

for groups of up to 75 guests who prefer a casual, sporty atmosphere. The Gable 

Room also provides the perfect venue for a "pre-party" reception before retiring 

to the Grand Ballroom or the Devonshire K8om. When golf season begins, the 

Gable Bar and Grill is open for the enjoyment of golfers, as well as the general 

p u b l i c Oper|iAat*6:T)0 a.m., the Grill serves breakfast, lunch and light dinners 

seven days a week. .Fopd and beverage service also is available Qtt the adjoining 

1,000-square-foot patio with a serene view of the first tee and 18th green 

http://www.chevychasecountryclub.com
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C h e v y ' s r e b i r t h p a y i n g d i v i d e n d s 

F i v e y e a r s a f t e r p u b l i c l y f u n d e d r e n o v a t i o n s , p a r k d i s t r i c t e n j o y i n g c l u b ' s s u c c e s s 

BY CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

T he Wheeling Park District re­
opened the doors of the Chevy 
Chase Country Club clubhouse in 
December 1999 after a 10-month, 

$4 million renovation, and it has been a 
popular spot to host weddings, bar mitz-
vahs, social gatherings and holiday parties 
ever since. 

"I think our Grand Ballroom is one of 
the best outside of the city because of its 
history," said Margie Arnold, general man­
ager at Chevy Chase. "It's one of the only 
rooms in the area that sits 500 to 600 peo­
ple, and it's beautiful. The decor is just 
awesome." 

The Grand Ballroom was completely re­
stored during the renovation, as were the 
other two banquet rooms the clubhouse 
has available—the Devonshire Room and 
the Gable Room Bar and Grill. 

The three rooms, which range in size, 
provide for a variety of settings, depend­
ing on the occasion. The Grand Ballroom 
can seat between 150 and 600 guests. The 
Devonshire Room can seat up to 200 peo­
ple, or it can be spill ink* two rooms wii 
one holding between 75 and 100 people 
and the other hosting 30 to 80. The Gable 
Room is only available for rent between 
November and March and can hold up to 
75 people. 

The Gable Room is also open to the public for lunch 
and dinner seven days a week. Hot breakfast is served 
Saturday and Sunday mornings. It also serves golfers 
food and drink after a round. 

"We like to use the Gable Room like a restaurant," 
Arnold said. "It's been a challenge, because a lot of peo­
ple don't know it's there. We're trying to keep it open 
seven days a week." 

Voters approved a $1.8 million referendum in April 
1997 for the sweeping $4 million renovation. Apart 
from changes to the three main rooms, the clubhouse 
kitchen was updated, windows were replaced and the 
bridal suite above the Grand Ballroom was restored. 
New men's and women's locker rooms were built, and 
employees now have new changing rooms. The me­
chanics of the building are all new, and the pro shop 
was completely gutted and remodeled. 

Paying off 

The clubhouse has increased in popularity since it 
reopened, and the added business has meant tAirning 
a profit. Al Zochowski, Wheeling Park District finance 
director, said all expenses for the clubhouse are paid 
with the revenue it generates. 

"The intent is it be self-sufficient," he said. "All ex­
penses are directly drawn from the revenue it gener­
ates." 

According to figures from the park district's annual 
financial report, the banquet facilities generated nearly 
$2.3 million in 2004, with expenses totaling about $1.3 
million. Zochowski said the park district changed its 
accounting procedures in 2004 to include gratuities as 
revenue and disbursed gratuities as expenses. 

In 2003, the banquet facilities collected $1.9 million, 
with expenses of $755,960. In 2002, the facilities earned 
$1.8 million, with $685,915 spent, and in 2001 revenues 
^pre $2 million, with expenses of $787,464. The first 

>;ir the clubhouse was open in 2000, it collected 

A new Chevy Chase Country Club — as well as a new Traditions Golf Course 
more revenue for the Wheeling Park District. 

$1.9 million, with expenses of $790,561. 
Zochowski said indirect costs, like those for main­

tenance and administration, are not included in ban­
quet expenses. Those costs are paid with all revenues 
generated by Chevy Chase, including golf operations. 

Future is bright 

Arnold said she expects the clubhouse to become 
even more popular as more and more people leam that 
Chevy Chase is a public club. 

"Many people tiiink it's private, and that's been our 
biggest obstacle," she said. "A lot of first-time users tell 
us they've driven by it for years and never knew it was 
a public facility." 

Arnold said she suspects the 1920s-style Tudor 
building is not a typical look for public facilities, and 
many people just assume it is a private club, as it was 
when it was first built by the Knights of Columbus. The 
Wheeling Park District has owned Chevy Chase since 
1977. 

Arnold said 2005 is booking quickly, especially as 
golf season gets into full swing. The club is particularly 
popular for golf outings and charity golf events, as well 
as the traditional weddings and other special occa­
sions. Arnold said the holiday season is also very busy 
with parties. The clubhouse is also a popular place to 
hold corporate events. 

"Mid-January to late February is our slow time," 
Arnold said. "Other than that, we're pretty busy all 
year." 

The Wheeling Park District also hosts a variety of 
special events for the public at the clubhouse. They in­
clude a New Year's Eve celebration, Valentine's Day 
dinner dance, Easter brunch, Mother's Day brunch 
and Oktoberfest. Ballroom dancing is also held in the 
Grand Ballroom on the third Wednesday of each 
month between April and October. 

Casey Moffitt can be reached at cmoffitt@pkmeer-
local.com. 

Cathryn Montoya/Staii Photographer 
have resulted in more bookings and 

Jeff Krage/R>r Pioneer Press 
Special events, like this Daddy-Daughter Dance 
held in February at Chevy Chase, are a regular 
occurrence since renovations at the facility were 
completed. 

mailto:cmoffitt@pkmeerlocal.com
mailto:cmoffitt@pkmeerlocal.com
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P a r k d i s t r i c t k n e w c l u b w a s v u l n e r a b l e , b u t o f f i c i a l s r e f u s e d t o c a v e i n 

BY KIMBERLY FORNEK 
AND CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITERS 
3 -Ab~-°i-

Wheeling officials had more 
than one chance to annex the 
Chevy Chase country club be­
fore Buffalo Grove forcibly 
grabbed a portion of the prop­
erty last week. 

And while Buffalo Grove of­
ficials say they tried to avoid an 
involuntary annexation, they 
were not about to wait any 
longer. 

EDITORIAL 

PAGE 14 

The Wheeling Park District, 
which owns Chevy Chase, 
knew at least 10 years ago that 
Buffalo Grove wanted the ban­
quet facility and golf course to 
take advantage of the sales 
taxes they generate and to so­
lidify its borders along Milwau­
kee Avenue. Park district 
officials refused to give up the 
property, even after Buffalo 
Grove offered a rebate on the 
sales tax the facility generates. 

When the two sides "hit that 
roadblock" most recently in 
June 2002, Assistant Village 
Manager Ghida Neukirch said, 
members of the village staff 
knew they had to find another 
way to accomplish the Village 
Board's goal of annexing unin­
corporated properties along 
Milwaukee Avenue. 

They found what they were 
looking for when a staff mem­
ber zeroed in on the creek run­
ning north and south through 
the golf course. The creek 
served as a natural boundary 
Buffalo Grove could use to split 
the course into a piece that 
could be combined with sur­
rounding properties without 
exceeding the legal maximum 
for involuntary annexations of 
60 acres. 

Buffalo Grove's latest addition 
The Buffalo Grove Village Board last week annexed the Chevy Chase Country 
Club, about a third of the Traditions at Chevy Chase golf course, as well as 
residential and business properties along Milwaukee Avenue. The golf course 
west of the creek remains in unincorporated Lake County. 

1 Plaines 
ifliver 

Pioneer Press/LRK 

"We had pursued all oppor­
tunities for voluntary annexa­
tion, and this was the next 
step," Neukirch said. 

Now Buffalo Grove has 
within its borders the Chevy 
Chase country club and one-
third of the Traditions at Chevy 
Chase golf course. The only 
portion remaining outside the 
village's boundaries is another 
two-thirds of golf course land, 
which remains in unincorpo­
rated Lake County. 

And Buffalo Grove will see 
between $140,000 and $150,000 
in sales tax revenues generated 
from the country club and 
course operations. 

Stand ing f i rm 

Park District President Tom 
Webber said the park district re­
fused to "sell its soul for a few 
thousand dollars a year." 

"We're very proud of Chevy 
Chase and its facilities, obvi­
ously," said Webber. "As long as 
we could keep it in Wheeling, 
that is what we wanted to do. 
We were not going to do any­
thing on a voluntary basis, no 

matter how much they sweet­
ened the pot with sales tax in­
centives or anything else. 

"It gets down to principle. 
For the dollars involved, it was­
n't worth the backlash this com­
munity would feel for allowing 
it to become Buffalo Grove 
without some resistance. There 
are people who would never un­
derstand us voluntarily annex­
ing into Buffalo Grove and 
changing that address." 

Buffalo Grove Trustee Jef­
frey Berman said the Village 
Board "certainly did take into 
account the apparent desire of 
the park district to remain un­
incorporated." 

"But weighing that against 
the interest of our community 
and our long-term interest in 
that area and securing) our 
borders, it outweighed the in­
terest of the park district," he 
said. "We mean no disrespect to 
them." 

Wheeling Village President 
Greg Klatecki lamented the 
fact that Wheeling did not 
annex a small strip of land be­
tween Lake-Cook Road and 
Linden Avenue before Buffalo 

C h e v y 

Grove did in 1984, allowing that 
village to get part of Chevy 
Chase. 

"We should've annexed it 
when we had the chance," he 
said. "Buffalo Grove got that 
strip, and we didn't. That's just 
a statement of fact." 

Sheila Schultz, who was vil­
lage president at the time Buf­
falo Grove annexed the 
property, said the village had 
lengthy conversations with 
owner William Johnson that 
lasted more than a year before 
Johnson announced he was 
going to Buffalo Grove. 

"That strip effectively cut us 
off," Schultz said. "That was the 
end of our discussion with 
them." 

Schultz said the village saw 
the value in annexing the prop­
erty, but officials also didn't 
want to rush the process. 

"At the time we were talking 
to the Johnson family, it was a 
question of whether we wanted 
to go into another county and 
how the annexation agreement 
would be negotiated, and what 
the owners would agree to for 
development," she said. "We 
spent a lot of time on it. I re­
member stacks of documents. 
It was a big disappointment he 
decided to go to Buffalo Grove." 

Lessons learned 

Buffalo Grove officials are 
conscious of chances they 
missed in the past to bring 
valuable property into the vil­
lage, said Berman. He listed the 
Ridge Plaza shopping center in 
Arlington Heights, the Wal-
Mart store in Wheeling, and 
CityPark, a complex of movie 
theaters, restaurants and shops 
in Iincolnshire, as examples. 

"Those were opportunities 
lost when other communities 
took advantage of unincorpo­
rated parcels that the village 

was interested in," Berman 
said. 

Before CityPark was built, 
Berman said Buffalo Grove re­
ceived a proposal for annexa­
tion of the land on the 
southwest corner of Aptakisic 
Road and Milwaukee Avenue, 
the former location of a sand 
and gravel company. The Plan 
Commission, of which Berman 
was a member at the time, vis­
ited the property as part of its 
review. 

"We were out there on a Sat­
urday wading in the mud, 
when Iincolnshire jumped in 
and grabbed the parcel out 
from under us," Berman said. 
"The good news is, what was 
developed there is available to 
our residents. The down side is 
the sales tax goes to Lin­
colnshire." 

The way Buffalo Grove was 
out-maneuvered demonstrates, 
"at some point you can't sit pas­
sively by," Berman said. 

Berman understands the 
irony of Chevy Chase being in 
Buffalo Grove while those re­
sponsible for its operation live 
in Wheeling. The taxpayers of 
the Wheeling Park District also 
paid for the renovation of the 
Chevy Chase Country Club, a 
measure they approved by ref­
erendum in 1997. 

"We respect all of that," 
Berman said, "but they could 
never be part of Wheeling." 

The Chevy Chase property is 
not adjacent to Wheeling at any 
point and, therefore, could not 
be annexed into Wheeling. 

"I have to balance compet­
ing interests, and ultimately 
the interest of the people of 
Buffalo Grove is paramount," 
Berman said. 

Buffalo Grove Village Presi­
dent Elliott Hartstein said he 
can understand the park dis­
trict's resistance to becoming 

(Continued on page 11) 
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parrof Buffalo Grove, but not 
iW'rejecting a proposal that 
would have helped their resi­
dents financially. 

Park districts' borders do 
not always mirror those of 
their namesake municipali­
ties, Hartstein said. Some Buf­
falo Grove residents live in the 
Wheeling Park District, and 
many certainly use Wheeling 
facilities. And while park dis­
trict commissioners may want 
to be loyal to Wheeling resi­
dents, Hartstein said they also 
represent taxpayers. 

"I would think they would 

want to taka advantage (of the 
tax incentive Buffalo Grove of­
fered) to offset some of their 
expenses," Hartstein said, it 

Park Board member Cheri 
Klumpp said the money 
played no role in 1he light to 
keep. Chevy out of Buffalo 
Grove: 

:. "This goes back to when the 
park district purchased Chevy 
Chase in 1977," she saidi "It 
was a big thing then, and we 
said it is a pari; of Wheeling. It's 
what we own." 

Buffalo Grove hopes the 
Park District Board will agree 

to voluntarily annex the re­
mainder of the golf course into 
Buffalo Grove. Klumpp said 
she believes it's just a matter 
of tim&. before the rest of the 
golf course is annexed into 
Buffalo Grove, but she gave no-
hint ifjjtjhe Park Board would 
allow Jfj. to be annexed volun­
tarily. *: 

. "(Buffalo Grove officials) 
have e^ery right to (annex the 
rest)," she said. "The writing is 
on the wall." 

MoHaqiru) editor David 
Kirkpatrick contributed to this 
repottl; ,: 



B u f f a l o G r o v e a n n e x e s 

l a n d a l o n g M i l w a u k e e 

BY STEVE ZALUSKY 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Buffalo Grove continues to 
mine the rich vein of sales tax 
revenue known as the Milwau­
kee Avenue corridor. 

On Monday, it annexed 57 
acres just north of Lake-Cook 
Road, yielding in the process a 
particularly choice nugget, a 
portion of the Wheeling Park 
District's Traditions at Chevy 
Chase golf course. 

, It is an area the village has 
been gradually surrounding and 
annexing. Over the past year, 
the village annexed the Weber 
Grill and cys Crab House prop­
erties, lavishing both with sales 
tax rebate agreements. 

Before that, the village already 
had within its boundaries the 
Riverwalk office complex, soon 
to be enhanced with an addi­
tion to the north. 

The latest annexation, 
approved by the Buffalo Grove 
village board, should produce 
an additional $140,000 to 
$150,000 in annual sales tax rev­
enue, Village Manager William 
Balling said. 

"It's important to the financial 
stability of the village. We're 
looking for ways to increase and 
stabilize our sales tax, and this is 
just one of those ways," said 
Trustee Jeffrey Braiman. 

None of that sales tax revenue 

See ANNEX on PAGE 5 
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will be shared with the Wheeling 
Park District, although Village 
President Elliott Hartstein said 
an incentive deal was pitched. 

"We had actually approached 
the Wheeling Park District on 
multiple occasions over a 
couple years' period of time and 
they rejected that outright, 
saying that they were not inter­
ested," Hartstein said. 

Most of the land annexed is 
on the west side of Milwaukee 
Avenue, bounded at its western 
extremity by a creek, although 
some land on the east, includ­
ing the Chelsea Tavern, was 
added. 

Hartstein said several resi­
dents in the area are already 
served by village sewer and 
water. Those homes will have 
the advantage of Buffalo Grove 
police and fire protection. He 
said the primary change for 
them will be receiving fire pro­
tection from Buffalo Grove. 

"The estimated increase in 
taxes for most of these residents 
is slightly over $100," Hartstein 
said. 

Hartstein said property 
owners will have an opportunity 
to comment at a special meet­
ing one week from Wednesday. 

Balling said he is sending out 
about 100 letters to homeown­
ers and businesses. 
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N e w P a t i o O p e n s a t C h e v y C h a s e 

Chevy C h a s e C o u n t r y C l u b is n o w h o m e to a beautiful , 3 ,900- squa re - foo t s tone 

pa t i o . Loca ted on <"he n o r t h side of Chevy Chase , just ou ts ide t he his tor ic G r a n d 

Ba l l room, the p a t i o a d d s a n e w aspect t o tne p r o u d legacy of Chevy Chase . T h e 

pa t io seats u p t o 3 0 0 guests a n d features special ameni t ies , such as an e legant 

w o o d e n pe rgo la , m a k i n g it a perfect set t ing for an o u t d o o r w e d d i n g . It also 

offers guests a spec tacu la r v iew of the n in th hole of Chevy Chase ' s Trad i t ions 

Golf C o u r s e . 

" W e a re very p leased to offer o u r guests the benefits of this n e w ameni ty ," said 

J a n Buchs, Whee l ing Pa rk Dis t r ic t Execut ive Director . "Th i s beautiful o u t d o o r 

space will a d d to the m e m o r a b l e exper iences of all those w h o visit Chevy Chase 

for m a n y years t o come." 

T h e project began over the s u m m e r a n d w a s comple t ed in late September . T h e 

ent i re pa t i o w a s des igned, cons t ruc t ed a n d l andscaped by Park Distr ic t staff. By 

do ing so, the Dis t r ic t w a s able t o comple t e the n e w a m m e n i t y a t a cons iderab le 

cos t savings. " W e have an ex t remely t a len ted staff. It just m a d e sense to p u t thei r 

skills t o use o n this pro jec t , " no t ed Buchs. 

Chevy Chase is a l ready b o o k i n g w e d d i n g s a n d events for the pa t io . To find o u t 

h o w to reserve it, call the Chevy C h a s e Banque t Office at (847) 4 6 5 - 2 3 1 1 . 

" T h e n e w p a t i o is the ideal loca t ion for o u t d o o r even t s" said Joe Lofsness, 

F o o d a n d Beverage M a n a g e r a t Chevy Chase C o u n t r y Club . "I t gives ou r guests 

a n o t h e r o p t i o n for thei r special day a n d a d d s s o m e t h i n g t ru ly special t o Chevy 

Chase . " 

To see more photos of the patio, visit the Chevy Chase Country Club Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/ChevyChaseCC. 
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W h e e l i n g P a r k D i s t r i c t W i n s S t a t e 

P a r t n e r s h i p A w a r d 

Whee l ing Pa rk Dis t r ic t w a s p r o u d to receive the 

Illinois Assoc ia t ion of Pa rk Dis t r ic ts 2 0 1 2 Best of the 

Best Pa r tne r sh ip A w a r d for its w o r k wi th T h e Z A C 

F o u n d a t i o n . T h e a w a r d w a s presen ted a t the 2 0 1 2 

Best of the Best A w a r d s Ga la held o n Sep tember 2 8 a t 

Chevy C h a s e C o u n t r y Club . 

T h e Z A C F o u n d a t i o n w a s es tabl ished in 2 0 0 8 by 

Brian a n d Karen C o h n after the loss of their six-year-

old son Z a c h a r y Archer C o h n in a d ra in e n t r a p m e n t 

in thei r b a c k y a r d s w i m m i n g poo l . T h r o u g h educa t ion 

a n d advocacy, T h e Z A C F o u n d a t i o n is ded ica ted to 

ensur ing n o o the r family endures the dea th of a child 

in a wa te r - re la ted t ragedy. 

Th i s J u n e , W h e e l i n g Pa rk Dis t r ic t a n d T h e Z A C 

F o u n d a t i o n t e a m e d u p to br ing Z A C C a m p to 

Illinois for the first t ime. For four days , ch i ldren , ages 

6-8 years , w h o never h a d the o p p o r t u n i t y for fo rmal 

swim lessons, c a m e t o the c a m p . School Dis t r ic t 2 1 

assisted in con t ac t i ng a n d t r a n s p o r t i n g the camper s , 

a l lowing the ch i ldren w h o m o s t needed this exper ience 

We1 attihly lo a l t end Ihe ^ m p T " ^ ^ * ^ " " " " " ^ ^ -

Each day, c a m p e r s h a d o n e - h o u r swim lessons t a u g h t 

by certified ins t ruc to r s in the C R C i n d o o r poo l . T h e n , 

camper s h a d special visits f rom first response t eams , 

emergency medical p roviders , Village of Whee l ing 

police, pa r amed ic s a n d firefighters, a n d Whee l ing Park 

Distr ic t staff. Each guest shared their k n o w l e d g e w i t h 

the c a m p e r s , giving t h e m t ips o n w a t e r safety. T h e final 

day of c a m p featured three- t ime O l y m p i c go ld -meda l 

ZAC Foundation Co-founder Karen Cohn addresses the campers at 
the opening ceremonies of the ZAC Camp. 

s w i m m e r a n d N B C swim analys t R o w d y Ga ines as a 
guest ins t ruc tor ! 

"Since, m y h u s b a n d ' s family is f rom the Ch icago a rea , 

w e have so m a n y h a p p y m e m o r i e s of Z a c h a r y 

s w i m m i n g wi th o u r family here , it w a s a privilege to 

br ing Z A C C a m p s to Whee l ing , " said T h e Z A C 

F o u n d a t i o n Co- founde r K a r e n C o h n . " W o r k i n g w i t h 

the Whee l ing Pa rks Distr ic t , local first r e sponde r s , 

C o n g r e s s m a n Bob Dold a n d O l y m p i c Gold M e d a l i s t 

R o w d y Gaines o n this year 's Z/vC C a m p , vve were able 

to give m o r e t h a n 100 local chi ldren the too ls they m a y 

need to one day save a life." 

C a m p conc luded wi th a special closing c e r e m o n y for 

c a m p e r s a n d their pa ren t s . Several exper t s r e t u r n e d t o 

give the families final t ips on h o w to keep themselves 

a n d o thers safe in the water . 

A golfer goes for the green at the Family Learning Program 
Benefit Golf Outing. 

G o l f O u t i n g B e n e f i t s 

F a m i l y L e a r n i n g P r o g r a m 

T h a n k you to all w h o pa r t i c ipa ted in the Family Lea rn ing 

P r o g r a m Benefit Golf O u t i n g o n A u g u s t 8 a t Chevy C h a s e 

C o u n t r y Club . T h e event genera ted over $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 for this 

un ique init iat ive, p rov id ing educa t i ona l life skills t o second 

l anguage families in School Dis t r ic t # 2 1 . By s u p p o r t i n g the 

Family Lea rn ing P r o g r a m , you have m a d e o u r c o m m u n i t y a 

bet ter p lace to live. To find o u t m o r e a b o u t this w o r t h w h i l e 

cause , a n d h o w you can help, please c o n t a c t the Whee l ing Pa rk 

Dis t r ic t a t (847) 4 6 5 - 3 3 3 3 . 

w w w . w h e e l i n g p a r k d i s t r i c t . c o m 
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H e r i t a g e P a r k P r o j e c t U p d a t e 

A I. AC* 

C o n s t r u c t i o n is u n d e r w a y a t He r i t age Park ! T h e project is a p a r t n e r s h i p be tween the Whee l ing Pa rk Dis t r ic t , 

the Village of Whee l ing a n d the M e t r o p o l i t a n Wa te r R e c l a m a t i o n Dis t r ic t of Grea te r C h i c a g o ( M W R D G C ) . 

O n c e comple t ed , He r i t age Pa rk will n o t only assist w i th flood con t ro l , bu t also will boas t a wor ld-c lass 

r ec rea t ion a rea comple t e w i th an athlet ic c o m p l e x , b a n d shell, w a l k i n g pa th s , baske tba l l a n d tennis cou r t s a n d 

m u c h m o r e ! 

As w o r k begins, c rews are p r e p a r i n g for cons t ruc t i on of t w o 

s to rm w a t e r bas ins - a key factor in flood con t ro l . In 

October , cons t ruc t i on began o n some of the pa rk ' s 

ma jo r s t ruc tures , inc luding the b a n d shell, a pavi l ion 

ove r look ing the lake a n d the p u m p s ta t ion . 

e C o m m u n i t y Rec rea t ion Center , Fitness Center , Arct ic 

Splash i ndoo r poo l , a n d Fami ly Aqua t i c Cen te r (in season) 

r e m a i n o p e n t h r o u g h o u t the project ; access t o Her i t age Pa rk 

is p r o h i b i t e d du r ing cons t ruc t ion . Traffic pa t t e rn s a n d 

p a r k i n g m a y be r ea r r anged t o best a c c o m m o d a t e guests . 

To get the m o s t up - to -da te i n fo rma t ion , d o w n l o a d the 

W h e e l i n g Pa rk Distr ic t app , visit 

www.he r i t agepa rkp ro jec t . i n fo , or c o n t a c t Gues t Services a t 

(847) 4 6 5 - 3 3 3 3 . 

United States Senator Dick Durbin and Illinois State 
Representative Elaine Nekritz arrive at Wheeling Park 
District on October 18 to check on the progress of the Heritaj 
Park Project. 

ge 

A q u a t i c C e n t e r N a m e d T o p W a t e r P a r k 

W h e n it comes to beaches a n d pools , Whee l ing Pa rk Distr ict ' s 

Aqua t i c Cen te r ra tes a m o n g the t o p 10 in the C h i c a g o a rea! 

Wheel ing ' s Family Aqua t i c Cen te r w a s one of only t w o w a t e r p a r k s 

featured in Cra in ' s C h i c a g o Business ' C h i c a g o Area ' s 10 Best Beaches 

a n d Pools . 

"At the Whee l ing Pa rk Distr ic t O u t d o o r Aqua t i c Center , the 

ze ro -dep th ent ry poo l leads to waterfa l ls , slides a n d a m o u n t e d 

bucke t t h a t t ips , d u m p i n g a huge pai l of w a t e r o n ch i ld ren . 

Ded ica ted lap lanes a n d comfor t ab l e chaises keep pa ren t s happy , " 

Cra in ' s no tes . 

T h a n k you to all Aqua t i c Cen te r guests for a grea t season! Unt i l the 

Aqua t i c Cen te r r eopens nex t summer , Whee l ing Pa rk Dis t r ic t offers 

s w i m m i n g i ndoo r s all year r o u n d a t Arct ic Splash. For detai ls o n swim 

lessons, lap swim, aqua t i c fitness classes a n d m o r e , check o u t the 

P r o g r a m Guide or call the Gues t Service Desk at (847) 4 6 5 - 3 3 3 3 . 

( 8 4 7 ) 4 6 5 - 3 3 3 3 

http://www.heritageparkproject.info
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